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Act One: The stage is set….. 
 
Where is Stadium Theater located? 
 
 
When was it built? 
 
 
Who built it? 
 
 
Why was it built?  
 
 
 
 
How much did it cost to build? 
 
 
How did it get its name? 
 
 
 
 

Building design 

He chose an elaborate but stylish look that set the theater apart from what he felt were 

the gaudy movie houses of the day. His preference was the eighteenth century 

neoclassical style, and it is evident throughout the building. (Look up neoclassical style 

architecture) How is it described? 

 

 

The Curtain Rises 

What famous people performed at the Stadium Theater? 

 

 

What was the original schedule of shows? 



Why do you think so many shows could run back then? 

 

 

What improvements did the original owner make to keep current with the times? 

 

 

 

What is vaudeville? (Look up the word) 

 

 

True or false: If false correct it to make it true 

_____The Stadium Theater is one of the last vaudeville theater in the country. 

______In 1976 the theater was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Enter the villain… 

______One reason the theater closed was because of television. 

______ The doors of the theater closed for good in 1996. 

_____Plans for demolition were addressed in the 1990’s. 

Act Two: Enter the Heroes 

______S.O.S was a group formed by the nautical brothers. 

______The purpose of the organization was to preserve the theater. 

______ The first order of business to save the theater was to raise money to purchase it. 

_____The community showed little support in helping to raise funds for this initiative. 

____Less than 25,000.00 was raised to save the theater. 

____SOS committee changed their name to the Stadium Theater Fund 

____ Volunteers were used in hosting concerts, raising money, promoting and enhancing 

the theater for many years. 



What famous movie directors hosted their movie premier at the theater to help promote 

the preservation of the theater? 

 

What movie stars were in attendance to see the movies? 

 

 

Set Changes After reading this passage, draw a conclusion using the choices below. 

The addition of property and continued improvements to the structure are evidence that 

the Stadium Theater  

A. Is an important cultural and historic landmark to the BV 

B. remains important to the people of Woonsocket for economic reasons 

C. beautifies the downtown of Woonsocket 

D. All of the above 

 

Dramatis personae... 

How many full time employees now work at the theater? 

 

How many volunteers contribute their time and talent? 

 

The plot thickens… 

Compare the number of shows the Stadium hosted in 2001 to the number the Stadium 

hosted in the most recent year.  

2001 __________  Recent__________ 

What conclusions can you draw from the increase? 

 

 

Describe the diverse uses of the theater today? 

 



The Plot Unfolds 

Over the last season, how many patrons has the theater hosted? 

 

 

Think on Your Own 

What impact does this have on the city of Woonsocket and Northern Rhode Island? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


