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The Little Red Shop Museum is located along the banks of the Mill
River in historic Hopedale, Massachusetts. It was officially opened to
the public as the Blackstone Valley’s newest museum in October,
2009 after an extensive renovation and restoration project.

The circa 1845 Little Red Shop, the oldest remaining industrial
building in Hopedale, was the original home of the Draper Company,
which manufactured parts for textile looms.  The company expanded
to the complete manufacture of looms and all of their parts,
eventually earning the distinction of being the largest textile loom
manufacturing operation in the world.

Today, the Little Red Shop houses Draper Corporation looms, town
and regional artifacts, photos, paintings, historical documents and
other memorabilia and is open to the public. The building is fully
handicap-accessible and includes a restroom.

The Little Red Shop Museum
12 Hopedale Street
P.O. Box 7
Hopedale, MA 01747

Phone: 508-478-2926
E-mail: curator@littleredshopmuseum.org
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View of Hopedale Pond from
the Little Red Shop Museum’s

gallery  area.

Phone: 508-478-2926
E-mail: curator@littleredshopmuseum.org

The Little Red Shop building itself is a precious Hopedale artifact. 
Today, this oldest industrial building in Hopedale sits majestically
along the banks of the Hopedale Pond (Mill River). But the building
has a nomadic past.  It first began as the second story of a larger
building on the south side of Hopedale Pond, within the confines of
the Draper Corporation complex. At some point, it was separated
from its lower level and used as a stand-alone building on the
western side of the Mill River. Eventually, it was moved out of the
complex to the corner of Freedom and Lake Streets. And finally, it
was once again dismantled into two sections and moved to what is
hoped to be its final resting spot on the eastern shore of the Pond on
Hopedale Street in the 1950s.

Even the spectacular cupola, now an iconic symbol of the Little Red
Shop Museum, was not original to the building. In early
photographs of the Draper complex, what appears to be the Red
Shop’s cupola sits atop another building, possibly the old Hopedale
chapel building. It is possible the cupola was removed when the
former chapel was converted into a single-family home.
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About  the  L i t t le  Red  Shop

Left, the Little Red Shop Museum
front view; above, partial front
view with iconic cupola.
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About Us http://www.littleredshopmuseum.org/index_files/Page371.htm
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A Sampling of  the  Museum’s  Rooms

The Museum’s office area features an original
Draper desk, a Draper bust and other artifacts,
along with modern-day computer conveniences 
for practicality. Eventually we hope to move the
computer equipment to a work area to keep all of
the exhibits historic.

Office

The Trademark Room in the center of the
museum houses many Draper– and old
Hopedale-related artifacts as well as meeting
space and the handicap-accessible restroom. This
area also

Trademark Room

Draper looms, a variety of loom parts, furniture, vintage clothing and more comprise the
collections in this room, which is also used for  rotating exhibits and as a meeting space for public
lectures and presentations.
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provides
access to the
photo/art
gallery area
which
includes,
among other
things, many
photos of 
war veterans.

LoomRoom

Museum Rooms http://www.littleredshopmuseum.org/index_files/Page1031.htm

1 of 1 10/8/14, 9:55 AM



Preserving Our History Together

Museum Disp lays

The Little Red Shop Museum features an eclectic
mix of items relevant to the history of Hopedale
and the Blackstone Valley.  Much of the collection
showcases items from the Draper era in
Hopedale, from loom parts to complete looms,

Our Collections

One of two original Draper Corporation
looms currently on display.

Caption describing picture or graphic.
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The Museum’s Draper artifacts case includes
elements related to the Draper Corporation’s
history with the town, including loom parts,
specialty spray paint, stock certificates and

more.

The Museum’s art gallery offers the works
of a local visiting artist, photographs of

historic  properties in the area,  a display
of  Hopedale war veterans and more.

Museum Displays http://www.littleredshopmuseum.org/index_files/Page617.htm
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