
GALAPAGOS
Island Ecology Program

• Monitor giant Galapagos       
   tortoises    

• Observe animals found  
   nowhere else on earth 

• Explore secluded waters  
   & islands 

 H i g h l i g ht s

Your Home in the Pacific: The Galapagos Islands are a world-renowned archipelago off 
Ecuador’s coast, and the surrounding waters are protected as the Galapagos Marine Reserve. 
These dramatic islands and waters are home to fascinating birds, abundant marine life, active 
volcanoes, and emblematic species like the giant tortoise and Darwin’s finches. 

Your Field Work: EPI makes the most of your time in the Galapagos - you’ll monitor wild 
adult tortoises as part of an exclusive partnership with the Galapagos National Park Service. 
You’ll help restore habitat and eradicate invasive species, as well as develop a field-based 
research project from tortoise data that you collect. 

Cultural Exchange: Your Ecuadorian peers are excited to meet you.  During the day you 
spend together, you’ll give joint presentations, share research data, engage in the powerful 
exchange of ideas, and realize your collaborative strength. 

Once-in-a-Lifetime Experience: After fieldwork is complete, your group will visit 
outlying islands within the archipelago, like Seymour and Bartolomé, on a series of day-long 
boat trips.  Each trip includes snorkeling, hiking, and wildlife viewing on land and in the 
marine reserve. Learning in the Galapagos National Park is a unique and enriching experience 
that you won’t soon forget. 

This spectacular 9-day course features 30+ 
hours of coursework in tortoise biology, island 
biogeography, and Galapagos conserva  on, plus 
over 15 hours of fi eld research in Galapagos 
Na  onal Park. 

www.ecologyproject.org •  academic & cultural exchange field programs • 406-721-8784
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Days 1-2: Arrive in Quito & Travel to the Galapagos Islands 
  •  Get to know your representative on the mainland
  •  Preview comparative ecology and Galapagos ecosystems 
 •  Fly to the Galapagos archipelago and transfer by chartered bus to the highlands 

Day 3: Adult Tortoise Monitoring in Highlands Biome 
  •  Study tortoise biology
 •  Locate wild adult Galapagos tortoises and collect data on their habits
  •  Explore tortoise habitat and study their interaction with the landscape 
  •  Preview protocol for the upcoming restoration project 
 •  Assist world-renowned tortoise experts in a project studying tortoise migration and diet

Day 4: Highlands Restoration with Galapagos National Park 
  •  Eradicate invasive plant species and restore habitat for native plants & animals
  •  Preview tortoise biology 
  •  Learn about island biogeography, natural selection, & other important Galapagos ecology concepts 
 

Day 5: Island Exploration 
               •  Travel by boat to outlying islands within the archipelago
  •  Snorkel in the Galapagos Marine Reserve and study comparative island ecology 
  •  Get up close and personal with incredible wildlife  

Day 6: Charles Darwin Tortoise Breeding Center
               •  Enjoy a behind-the-scenes explanation of the center’s captive breeding program
  •  Learn to conduct a “growth control” project with one of the juvenile tortoises
  •  Assist with tortoise monitoring, feeding, and upkeep
  

Day 7: Island Exploration & Intercultural Exchange Day 
             •  Traverse the unique geologic features of island lava tubes
               •  Meet local students and learn about each other’s culture 
               •  Present the results of your student-led research projects
               •  Enjoy local food, traditions, and practice your Spanish

Days 8-9: Depart  Galapagos 
  •  Celebrate course completion with instructors 
               •  Depart Galapagos Islands and fl y to Quito, Ecuador 
 •  Depart Quito for home

Itineraries may vary based on course dates, group size, etc. • Contact: info@ecologyproject.org

Itinerary at a Glance
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