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Catacombs in Worcester?: Storytelling in Modern America 

Each Wednesday afternoon, the Blackstone Canal revival committee convenes in the 

Ship Room of the Hotel Vernon to plot their unearthing of the Blackstone Canal. As the 

committee munches on Table Talk Pies and talks of Worcester’s past grandeur, one cannot help 

but wonder why these meetings occur in a grimy old building that could not be further from the 

renovations of which they speak. Today, the Ship Room looks much the same as it did 100 years 

ago. Outfitted with a smog found in Mafioso headquarters and walls built to look like the innards 

of a ship, the mystique and aura of this room carries a power hearkening back to past glory. Built 

in the late 19th century, the Ship Room at the Hotel Vernon has played host to men more famous 

than their names, such as Burl Ives, Babe Ruth, and Jack Barry.  It is no coincidence that this 1

revival committee has chosen to meet in a location with such rich history. Although the Hotel 

Vernon is not externally the most appealing building, the history within is rich enough to revive 

the tourism industry of any community.  

There is an even greater secret held by the Hotel Vernon, one which owner Bob Largess 

is hesitant to advertise. The Hotel Vernon has served as a bar since its construction, but during 

the age of Prohibition, liquor dispensaries across the country were forced to close or go into 

hiding. Despite its location in the heart of Worcester, a speakeasy was built in the basement of 

the Hotel Vernon, outfitted with code words and misleading directions to ensure all entrants were 

not law enforcement agents.  While this underground store only functioned until the end of 2

prohibition, the old bar, a cooler, and disguised entrances remain beneath the Hotel.  With the 3

1 Largess, Bob. Interview. 22 Feb. 2017. 
2 Largess, Interview. 
3 Hotel Vernon Speakeasy, Appendix, Figures 1-4. 
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actual existence of these chambers, some in the Worcester community have expanded their 

search, hoping to find a more extensive system of underground rooms hidden beneath the city. 

Coupled with the desire to unearth the old canal tunnels, the notion persists that below Worcester 

lies additional caverns, a series of Catacombs, built for an unknown purpose.  

Leading the search for these chambers is Charles W. Longeway, Sr, a retired civil 

engineer for the city of Worcester. As a member of the Blackstone Canal revival committee, he 

possesses a significant understanding of what actually exists beneath the streets, and has a good 

idea of what else could be present. Mr. Longeway has been searching for the fabled Worcester 

Catacombs since his childhood. In his search, he has unearthed possible entrances to the 

chambers along with hundreds of dead ends. Even more ominously, he has encountered people 

within city government who have told him to “mind his own business” and “keep his nose out” 

of what does not pertain to him.  While these encounters did not phase Mr. Longeway in his 4

younger years, he has understandably grown hesitant to share his research, requiring signed 

forms of consent for publishing of interviews and using ideas presented within his novel.  With 5

an increasing number of people telling him to halt his research, Mr. Longeway has not given up 

his studies, but has rather become more clandestine. 

What Mr. Longeway has found are numerous stories surrounding the creation and exact 

details of what is in the Catacombs. These stories have helped turn the Worcester Catacombs into 

urban legend: a rumor perpetuated by the continued telling of increasingly incorrect and distorted 

tales.  While Mr. Longeway holds firm to his research proving the existence of these 6

4 Longeway, Charles W., Sr. Interview. 3 Feb. 2017.  
5 Interview Consent document, Appendix, Figure 5. 
6 Original definition created through research and independent investigation. 
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underground rooms, others have played off the tale of the Catacombs as a rumor that serves only 

to pique the interest of individuals in search of mystery. 

Although it may not seem so on the surface, ancient superstitions and the story of the 

Worcester Catacombs have much in common. In England, between the Bronze Age (1200 - 500 

B.C.E.) and the height of early Protestantism (early 1500’s - 1600’s), superstitions gained 

notoriety through storytelling, as people had a desire to explain natural phenomena and their 

surroundings. Similarly, in Worcester, storytelling has proven to be the main resource for Mr. 

Longeway in his research. With few legitimate primary sources to look to for information, and 

with many of these primary sources actually being secondary or tertiary sources, much of his 

research has been altered through word-of-mouth. While many societies have used superstition 

and storytelling to explain their surroundings, detailed research has been conducted on 

superstitious behaviors in England. The exact society used to examine superstitions is not too 

important; rather, the idea of storytelling as a way to formalize communal beliefs is necessary to 

show the the importance of storytelling surrounding the Catacombs.  

Stories from locals and the media concerning the Worcester Catacombs have helped 

prove the continued importance of storytelling in America today. Many stories told now center 

upon rumors meant to create paranoia, but the story of the Catacombs supports that even an 

urban legend, despite a poor reputation amongst many intellectuals, can bridge the gap between 

fact, fiction, and the human desire to tell stories. The importance of superstition today is less in 

most people's daily lives, while the motives, reasoning, and purpose behind superstition remain 

integral in understanding modern storytelling as urban legends. In comparing the story of the 

Worcester Catacombs to superstition in Bronze Age and Protestant England, similarities of 
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communal pressure, an evolving story, and a need to explain one’s surroundings can be seen. 

The continued importance and creation of urban legends shows how storytelling plays an 

essential role in satiating human emotions and the desire to form a community. 

 

Worcester Catacombs as an Urban Legend 

In 1930, rumors surrounding the Worcester Catacombs began to appear in the Worcester 

Telegram. These reports gave varying accounts of what these chambers looked like and 

conflicting records about the creation and uses of these forgotten caverns. In his work, 

Worcester’s Forgotten Catacombs , Mr. Longeway brings together reports about the Catacombs, 

beginning on February 19th, 1930, and ending on November 3rd, 1938, for a broader 

examination.  Although these articles from 1930 to 1938 agree on the specific location of the 7

catacombs as being beneath the old Bay State Hotel,  they concur on little else. Numerous stories 8

about the purpose of these spaces exist, ranging from chambers for fruit storage,  a famous 9

underground fighting ring,  quarters for black servants,  the Worcester County jail,  or part of 10 11 12

the underground railroad.  These newspaper reports, along with his own investigation of 13

subterranean areas in Worcester have led Mr. Longeway to his own, unique hypothesis about the 

exact location and purpose of the Catacombs. In his theory, the Catacombs were created around 

7 Longeway, Charles W., Sr. Worcester's Forgotten Catacombs . Worcester, C.W. Longeway, Sr., 2015. 
8 Sudbury St & Exchange St, Worcester, MA 01608. Charles W. Longeway’s map of Downtown Worcester, 
Appendix, Figure 5. 
9 "But Even History Doesn't Know All That Happened in Worcester's 18th Century Caverns, Although They 
Enjoyed a Brief Career as the Worcester County Jail - Regrading of Main Street Was Responsible For Burying 
Them." Worcester Telegram  [Worccester], 2 Mar. 1930.  
10 Merkel, Walter M. "50-Round Fistic Battle In 'Catacombs' Recalled." Worcester Telegram  [Worcester], 20 Feb. 
1930.  
11“But Even History Doesn’t Know,” Worcester Telegram. 
12 “But Even History Doesn’t Know,” Worcester Telegram. 
13 "Network of Underground Chambers Revealed Here." Worcester Telegram , 19 Feb. 1930.  
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1900, at the same time the Worcester sewer system was constructed. He believes that these 

chambers were made as an entertainment center for politicians that was out of the public eye, and 

that these chambers continue to be used for the same purpose today.  14

Throughout his years of research, Mr. Longeway has found few other written sources 

concerning the Catacombs, leaving him with an incomplete picture of this space. The newspaper 

articles he has found, supposedly individual primary accounts of the Catacombs, all likely derive 

from the same source. In looking at photographs within the articles, different authors use the 

same photographs to emphasize the reality of these chambers. The articles “But Even History 

Doesn’t Know All That Happened in Worcester’s 18th Century Caverns…,” written on March 

2nd, 1930, and “Network of Underground Chambers Revealed Here,” written on February 19th, 

1930, show the same image of a tunnel entrance cited only as being taken by a Telegram Staff 

Photographer.  Neither of these articles has an author, yet they both try to describe the 15

Catacombs in as much detail as possible. The author or authors want to construct a tantalizing 

story, although it is clear that the author never entered any Catacombs, as evidenced by the quote 

in “Network of Underground Chambers Revealed Here,” 

 

Armed with a portable wet storage battery searchlight, loaned by the Worcester 

Fire Patrol…, a Telegram staff photographer and reporters wound their way 

through the subterranean apartments late yesterday afternoon. So thick was the 

gloom which hung like an ebony shroud about the scene, that the powerful light at 

14 Longeway, Interview.  
15 Photograph comparison of articles from February 19, 1930 and March 2, 1930. Neither article has an author nor 
the photographs a photographer. Appendix, Figure 6. 
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time seemed unable to penetrate but a few feet through the Stygian-like darkness.

 16

The author of this article acknowledges that he was not present at the time of exploration, yet his 

writing seems to convey an understanding of the aura in the Catacombs. Even if a team from the 

Worcester Telegram descended into these caverns on February 18th, 1930, it is likely that this 

author chose to embellish his own thoughts about the chambers. By extrapolating upon an actual 

investigation or simply constructing his own ideas about the Catacombs, this author was able to 

increase readership of the newspaper through striking headlines and vivid images. From these 

articles, readers began their own investigations, realizing that anyone could create a story about a 

journey into the Catacombs. While some may actually have entered the Catacombs, much of this 

evidence likely came from embellished articles where the author took an overheard story and 

made it palatable for the consumers. 

There is additional controversy to be acknowledged within these articles. After writing 

about a “50-Round Fistic Battle,” Walter Merkel’s branch of the Worcester Telegram was 

suddenly put out of commission, ending his career as a reporter.  As a writer who was 17

frequently used by the police department for detective assistance, the mystery surrounding 

Merkel’s release lines up disturbingly well with messages to Longeway calling for the 

termination of his search.  The Catacombs are no longer brought up in the media as frequently, 18

yet news reports still surface. More modern columnists, such as Dolores Courtemanche, have 

taken a more realistic approach, noting that these Catacombs may just be “large empty spaces 

16"Network of Underground Chambers Revealed Here." Worcester Telegram , 19 Feb. 1930. 
17 Longeway, Interview. 
18 Longeway, Interview. 
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[referred to] as voids.”  As time passes, the truth behind urban legend may become more 19

diluted, but the audience affected by the story shall grow. The number of skeptics towards the 

Catacombs will also increase as this audience expands. Upon questioning Hotel Vernon owner 

Bob Largess about possible connections between the speakeasy, the underground canals, and the 

Catacombs, he was hesitant to concur, telling only the story of what he knows is beneath the city.

 With legitimate underground caverns in Worcester, many have become fascinated in the 20

mythology surrounding these spaces. Even if no connection exists between the Catacombs and 

the speakeasy, Mr. Largess’ interest in the subterranean areas of Worcester shows how easy it 

can be for some, like Mr. Longeway, to expect more to be found beneath the surface. These two 

men differ on their interpretation of the Catacombs, but together their expertise has helped to 

create a story and urban mythology around the city of Worcester, providing the community with 

an organic opportunity to explore the importance of modern storytelling and the urban legend.  

As skeptical perspectives persist around the existence of the Catacombs, this urban 

legend faces opposition, proving the real-world implications of having two sides to a story. For 

years, Holly Izard, a historian at the Worcester Historical Museum, has been presented with 

questions pertaining to the existence of the Catacombs. Mrs. Izard is a firm believer in the 

importance of storytelling in modern America, yet she views the story of the Catacombs as a 

“fringe” tale, perpetuated by a past media willing to promote falsehoods.  The supposed 21

Catacombs are built on a street that has had many repairs and re-gradings. Mrs. Izard holds fast 

to her explanation that the Catacombs cannot be real, and the stories of the Catacombs only exist 

so people can gain notoriety. Nevertheless, she believes strongly in the importance of storytelling 

19 Courtemanche, Dolores. "Worcester's Underground." Sunday Telegram  [Worcester], Apr. 1983.  
20Largess, Bob. Interview. 22 Feb. 2017. 
21 Izard, Holly. Interview. 27 Jan. 2017.  
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as a way to pass down the oral history of a culture. In her perspective as an academic, “truth is 

more important and interesting than rumor,”  but the best stories are based in truth. 22

Interestingly, Mr. Longeway has also made clear his desire to remove the rumors surrounding the 

Catacombs in order to find the truth. In his outlook, rumors help give a foundation to a story, and 

in doing so provide a location to begin to search for the truth.  From this perspective, the 23

repetition of ideas and images in the newspaper articles from the 1930’s provides legitimacy to 

these stories, else this replication would not have occurred.  The story of the Catacombs may 24

not represent the culture and history of Worcester, but it may point to a larger concern of abuse 

of political power within local government. It has yet to be seen where the Worcester Catacombs 

lies along the truthful story - tall tale spectrum, but as long as the search for the Catacombs 

continues, the story, and therefore the community built around the story, will continue to grow.  

 

Psychology of Superstition and Storytelling 

Storytelling functions as a way to create a community with distinct traditions, fears, and 

history by providing a context for societal norms and a shared heritage. While no longer the sole 

method of sharing information, storytelling has evolved to cater more towards rumors and urban 

legends. In modern Western society, storytelling has taken a backseat to television, newspapers, 

and the internet as the most effective way of sharing information. These modern stories may 

contain little fact, yet the significance of these tales lies in their ability to create a common 

experience for all who hear the story. As seen in studies of tabloid magazines, storytelling 

continues to function as means to draw the attention of an audience, albeit with inconsistent and 

22 Izard, Interview. 
23 Longeway, Interview. 
24 Appendix, Figure 6. 
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outrageous facts. According to the research of Frank Jossi, an American journalist, with tabloids, 

people tend to pay attention to “what reinforced things they already believed in, and they 

dismissed things they don't already believe.”  Tabloids have widespread readership, but may 25

lack factual and accurate news. By helping to create communities of people with similar beliefs, 

these modern, less reputable sources have shown that stories continue to form communities, even 

if these audiences and storytellers will never meet in person. Through the perpetuation of rumors 

and inconsistent tales, modern storytelling no longer necessarily provides accurate information, 

but still helps form a community through the sharing stories and myths.  

By understanding the psychological importance of superstition, the purpose of 

storytelling in superstition can be observed. In communities across the world, superstitions are 

used to help explain natural phenomena, provide luck, and scare people away from entering 

undesirable situations. Susan Krauss Whitbourne, Ph.D, a psychology professor at UMass 

Amherst, has studied aging in adults, and believes that superstitious behaviors rely on rituals, “an 

action [repeated] because of its symbolic value.”  While not as well versed as Dr. Whitbourne, 26

Maggie Zhang, editor at Business Insider, has found that “an illusion of control, especially in 

uncertain situations”  can be gained through superstitious behavior, as feelings of stress can be 27

reduced, especially if the rituals have previously provided positive outcomes. These ritualistic 

actions, combined with increased immersion in a culture or a way of life, allow the superstitions 

to have more importance in one’s life. Although superstitious practices may have negative side 

25 Jossi, Frank. "Who reads supermarket tabs?" American Journalism Review , vol. 15, no. 7, 1993, p. 14+. Popular 
Culture Collection . 
26 Whitbourne, Susan Krauss, Ph.D. "Why We're So Superstitious." Psychology Today , Sussex Publishers, 11 Oct. 
2014. Accessed 6 Feb. 2017.  
27 Zhang, Maggie. "Why Your Superstitions Might Actually Be Good For You." Business Insider , Business Insider 
Inc., 10 July 2014. Accessed 6 Feb. 2017.  
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effects for some, stress and anxiety can be reduced with the belief that one can control their 

surroundings through repeated behavior.  

The significance of repeated behavior as a mechanism of control has been studied since 

the early 1900’s, centering around the research of Burrhus Frederic Skinner. Skinner studied a 

process he called “operant conditioning,”  where the consequence of each action was examined 28

in order to shape future actions. Through studying the effects of reinforcement on rats in a cage 

by providing a treat or an electric shock, Skinner was able to determine the positive, negative, or 

neutral consequence for a given action.  With conditioning from the surroundings, the rat’s 29

behavior could be modeled for Skinner’s desired outcome. The same psychological phenomenon 

seen in Skinner’s rats can be found in superstitious behaviors, as will be seen in the analysis of 

English superstition. As stories about a superstition are repeatedly told and spread, these beliefs 

will become part of the audience’s understanding of their surroundings. Even as the story 

explaining the superstitions may shift, the general behavior will remain, uniting the audience 

through similar core beliefs.  

In replacing superstition, the urban legend shows a continued desire to tell stories, even if 

these stories no longer carry the importance they once held. A true consensus definition to define 

an urban legend has proven difficult to agree upon. In the eyes of Heather Whipps, writer for 

LiveScience.com, as a form of storytelling that uses fears, legends, and stories that “happened to 

friend of a friend,” determining fact and fiction in an urban legend can be difficult.  Both 30

superstitions and urban legends stem from possibly irreputable sources and are spread through 

28 McLeod, Samuel. "Skinner - Operant Conditioning." Simply Psychology , 2015. Accessed 6 Feb. 2017.  
29  McLeod, Simply Psychology . 
30 Whipps, Heather. "Urban Legends: How They Start and Why They Persist." LiveScience , Purch, 27 Aug. 2006. 
Accessed 12 Feb. 2017.  
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word-of-mouth. Like historical superstitions and storytelling behaviors, the modern urban legend 

plays upon the fear of the audience, pushing the listener to “err on the side of being 

overcredulous about threats,”  as asserted by Matthew Hutson, columnist for The Atlantic . 31

According to Darcy Lockman, writer for Psychology Today , the audience gains “familiarity, 

which fosters credulity,”  allowing these fear inducing stories to persist even if they are 32

factually incorrect. By understanding the enticing draw of urban legends, researchers at Stanford 

under Chip Heath, Ph.D, have determined that “ideas [in urban legends] are selected and retained 

in part based on their ability to tap emotions that are common across individuals."  This 33

emotional attachment allows for the continuation of urban legends, especially as stories become 

more distant from the original source. An increasing amount of factual information is lost with 

distance, yet the story reaches a broader constituency. The difficulty in tracing the accuracy of an 

urban legend lies in the separation from the source, and emotional attachment to the story makes 

an urban legend difficult to eliminate. 

Despite the incredulity of many urban legends, fact can be derived from these tales. 

Assessing the validity of an urban legend has been a problem faced by scholars since the rise of 

these tall tales. Heather Whipps, citing folklorist Mikel J. Koven asserts that, “[a]cademics have 

always disagreed on whether urban legends are, by definition, too fantastic to be true or at least 

partly based on fact.”  If urban legends are based upon fact, it is logical to conclude that as long 34

as the story has not become too distant from its origin, the truth behind the myth can be derived. 

Such is the case with the Worcester Catacombs. Although these chambers were reportedly 

31 Hutson, Matthew. "The Strange Origins of Urban Legends." The Atlantic , Nov. 2015. Accessed 6 Feb. 2018. 
32 Hutson, The Atlantic . 
33 Lockman, Darcy. "What fuels urban legends? (Emotional Selection)." Psychology Today , Mar.-Apr. 2002, p. 21. 
Psychology Collection . 
34 Whipps, LiveScience . 
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constructed between 1720 and the late 1800’s  (an inconsistency in itself), the story has not left 35

the Worcester community since its initial propagation in 1930, allowing for the truth behind this 

urban legend to be uncovered. Superstitious behavior is not integral to explaining the Worcester 

Catacombs, but similarities in storytelling behind superstitious behavior and the Worcester 

Catacombs prove the continued importance of storytelling, even with changes in its daily 

significance. By examining the story of the Worcester Catacombs in conjunction with 

superstitious beliefs in Old England, the power of storytelling as a way to explain one’s 

surroundings and create a community can be observed.  

 

Superstition in Old England 

Through storytelling as a method to disperse superstitious beliefs in Old England, early 

indicators of communal conditioning to believe a story can be seen even if these beliefs are 

fanciful. Viewing ancient societies as backwards and uneducated, it is easy to disregard 

superstition and question how people believed such teachings. Nevertheless, superstition helped 

to explain the natural world and provided comfort in times of disaster. Commonly observed in 

past English society are traditions surrounding illness and death. While part of the British Isles 

population practiced funerary superstitions, superstitions surrounding health and causes of death 

were far more common.  For example, for one to have the courage and strength of an animal in 36

the afterlife, communities in Southern England would bury animal teeth along with the deceased.

 It is interesting to note that similar rituals using animal teeth for protection exist amongst some 37

35 Longeway, Charles W., Sr. Worcester's Forgotten Catacombs . Worcester, C.W. Longeway, Sr., 2015. 
36 Grinsell, L. V. “Early Funerary Superstitions in Britain.” Folklore , vol. 64, no. 1, 1953, pp. 280. JSTOR. 
37 Grinsell, pp. 276. 
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tribal Nigerians to this day, a culture quite distant from Bronze Age England.  These beliefs are 38

not unique to England, but it is clear that superstitions, like stories, will travel and change based 

on location and purpose. It can be inferred that these rituals involving animals hail from 

encounters with the wilderness, although the exact origin of these rituals may never be 

uncovered. Similarly in Worcester, it is known that chambers do exist beneath the city, yet these 

caverns only give a vague image of the origin of the Catacombs. The present rumor and story is 

understood, but the origins of this tale are spotty and are mainly derived from different stories 

about what is underground. 

 Despite occurring more than 1000 years after the Bronze Age, superstitions used for 

healing and spiritual protection continued throughout Early Protestant England. Addressed 

frequently in this era was the idea of demonic possession and the performance of exorcisms. 

With a culture centered around Protestant religious practices, exorcism and the power of the 

bible to cure a patient show how superstitious beliefs were integral to the explanation of 

ailments.  In Oxford, England, objects meant to ward off evil spirits, including charms, amulets, 39

and medicines to fight poisoning acted as protections against illness.  Due to extensive 40

storytelling, the origins and exact reasons for these protective devices and practices have become 

shrouded. Like the Catacombs in Worcester, these English superstitions demonstrate how a story 

derived from an original source can evolve into something entirely new, forming another 

community in the process. The idea conveyed by the story is merely a means for the story to 

38 Grinsell, pp. 276. 
39 Cambers, Andrew. “Demonic Possession, Literacy and 'Superstition' in Early Modern England.” Past & Present , 
no. 202, 2009, pp. 3–35. JSTOR . 
40 Ettlinger, Ellen. “Documents of British Superstition in Oxford.” Folklore , vol. 54, no. 1, 1943, pp. 227–249. 
JSTOR .  
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travel. Through superstition, people in Early Protestant England were able to convey stories and 

ideas, similar to how urban legends express a story through fanciful information while helping to 

create a community.  

 

Conclusion 

Both the Worcester Catacombs and English superstition show how desire to explain 

mysterious activity can be found throughout history. While rumors play an important role in 

describing the unknown in a community, truth about a culture and their beliefs can be seen in 

these myths. Superstition and urban legends employ storytelling as method to reach an audience 

and both can help create a community or a social movement. As the storyteller embellishes their 

tale, each report becomes becomes more of a rumor, losing the factual evidence from which it 

originated. With the spreading of the story, a larger audience will become involved, further 

straining the truth and creating more rumors and myths. Just as with the urban legend of the 

Worcester Catacombs, superstitious behaviors surrounding death and illness evolved in England 

to include protective amulets, prayers, and charms. Although these protections became 

increasingly distant from their origins, they show the desire of a community to own its stories 

and alter traditions to make them their own. In Worcester, the story of the Catacombs has 

evolved through media outlets, which have helped to paint an image of what could be 

underground. Coupled with an rich subterranean map full of canals, tunnels, and speakeasies, the 

fascination to uncover additional spaces beneath the city is understandable. While it may never 

be proven if these Catacombs exist, over time it will become increasingly difficult to trace the 

origins and original purpose of the Catacombs. Rumors and urban legends are excellent at 
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shrouding fact, yet the story of the Worcester Catacombs continues to have appeal despite the 

efforts of some local historians to prove otherwise. By observing similarities in ownership of a 

story and explanation of surroundings, the urban legend of the Worcester Catacombs can be seen 

as a modern example of storytelling as a builder of community.  

Be it through superstition, urban legend, oral history or rumor, storytelling is a crucial 

part of the human experience. In England and Worcester, Massachusetts, stories have helped to 

explain natural phenomena and build unique communities. In present day, rumors and urban 

legends have taken up the auspices of modern tales. These myths show that even with few facts, 

an enticing story can be created. Regardless of if the best stories are based on fact  or if fact can 41

be derived from even the most outrageous of tales,  storytelling is able to unite people through 42

their inherited desires to feel a part of a community and to understand the world in which they 

live.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41 Izard, Interview. 
42 Longeway, Interview. 
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Appendix 

Figure 1: Original Speakeasy bar in basement of Hotel Vernon - Photo by Jacob Freedman 

 
 

Figure 2: Speakeasy side room at Hotel Vernon (now storage) - Photo by Jacob Freedman 
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Figure 3: Original Hotel Vernon door - Photo by Jacob Freedman 
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Figure 4: Interview Consent Document 

 
Figure 5: “Layout of Passageways” beneath Downtown Worcester - Diagram by C.W. Longeway 
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Figure 6:  Photograph comparison of articles from February 19, 1930 and March 2, 1930 (in 

order). Neither article has an author nor the photographs a photographer. 
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