Bancroft Upper School English Summer Reading 2008
(Required Books may be purchased at school bookstore) 

Written Assignments -- Due First Day of School

Two Free-Choice Books: One-Page Thematic Analysis for Each

Each essay on the English Free Choice books should explain the significance of one dominant theme (central idea) that runs throughout the book. Your task is to analyze a theme, not summarize the plot; to interpret and explain, rather than list and report. As a result, do not submit a book report or a first-person journal entry. Instead, organize and compose a one-page, double-spaced critical essay consisting of a brief introduction, a body section, and a concise conclusion. Be sure to supply some specific textual examples or short quotations to support the thesis statement you are arguing. (AP teachers and the English IV teacher may give special assignments.) 

Take full advantage of your chance to choose novels you are excited about. Ask friends, family, teachers, booksellers, and librarians about the best books they have read. Browse the “Fiction” and “Literature” and “Summer Reading” sections at Borders, skimming book covers and opening paragraphs and random pages. Check out ideas on the English Bulletin Board and in the library. Novels of literary merit are preferred, but you may choose one non-fiction book if your teacher approves the title before school lets out. A one-page thematic analysis is required for each free choice book.
English

All 9-12 Students

The Common Read Three Cups of Tea
All 9-11 Students Except AP:

Two Free-Choice Novels

AP English Language (juniors)

The Miracle of Language, Richard Lederer

The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien

One book of poetry by a single American poet

(no free choice required)

AP English Literature (seniors)

White Noise, Don Delillo

Eats, Shoots and Leaves, Lynne Truss

One book of poetry by a non-American poet

(no free choice required) 

English IV (seniors)

One Free-Choice Novel

The Importance of Being Earnest, Oscar Wilde (with assignment; see sheet.) 
